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AMAZING OFFER 




DO YOU NEED 

EXTRA 

MONEY? 

s 35.00 

IS YOURS 

for selling only 50 boxes of 

our 300 Christmas card 

line. And this can be done 

in a single day. Free samples. 

Other boxes on approval. 

Mail coupon below today. 



[It costs you nothing to try.] 



Lad year torn* folk* mod* $250- $500 -$1,000 
and more this very way. Church groups and organ- 
izations can do this, too. No experience necessary. 






CHEERFUL CARD COMPANY. Dept m. wm. •i ,ns. n.« York 
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jp" Mail This Free Trial Coupon Today ■■" 
1 CHEERFUL CARD COMPANY 

Dept. 113. White Plains. New York 
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RACKET SOUAD IN ACTION 




0T WAS A HOT AUGUST NiGwT--WE WERE 
• SWEATIMG, BUT W£ HAD TO WEAR 

COATS--M6M WiTH shoulder holsters 
ALWAYS WEAR COATS... 





RACKET SQUAD IN ACTION 




same old story : all ^ 
they d'o was watch 
stuff. but there were 
two sets of keys: they 
would get a phone call 
when pick-ups were to 
BE MADE l THEY'D ClEAf? 
OUT AT THAT TIVIE...COME 
BACK IN AN HOUR. AND 
THE STUFF WAS 
GONE .' 





^SaiT DOWN. MEN.' NOW G'VE 'T TO ME 

STRAIGHT. 1 TmESE ANY LEADS ON WHO 

THE BiG BOSS BEHIND 
THE RACKET IS 




WELL, WE'RE GOING TO CHANGE 
THAT STORY.* Wt'RE OOlNG TO 
GET TO WHO 6v£R S BEHIND 
THE WHOLE OiRTY BUSINESS... 
OR I'LL KNOW ThE 
REASON WHY.* 




RACKET SQUAD IN ACTION 



S HE 
"O B G AND TOO SMART 1 EVER 
to <ssr CAUOnT.' hi S 'Of Banana 
OP ALL RECEIVERS OF 
STOLEN Q/OOOS: 
HE'S B- 

ISSLF A 
nationwide 

»AC<f 




NORCDS Or OiPFEREsr PiCK UP 

places for the mot stuf* 




"MB EVEN MAS A REGULAR PAYROLL 
OF ME«ST MEN WhO WORK FOR SO 
MUCH A v. 




• HE MAS DOZENS OF WARfiMOUSBS 
SPOTTED ALL OvER THE COUNTRY.' TMfiRf 
IS NO LIMIT TO WHAT ^B STOCKS.' m£ 
TAKE A- * T COMES MIS WAV 




Wi VE PULL6D RAiD AFTER RA1O--CIOSSO 
UP ONE WAREHOUSE AC'EL? 'ME OTHER .'. 




*WrVl SENT -^ORIOS OF Nit M(N TQ 
_-* l: AND TM6Y VS ALt COME CLEAN 

Every ONE OF TufM mas t©lD us 

«u -E KNOWS.' BUT NOT ONE COULD 
-E kw US WHO TMi MAN ON TOP IS 





I... 



RACKET SQUAD IN ACTION 



"AND EVERY TIME WE CLOSE DOWN A WARE- 
HOUSE, ANOTHER ONE POPS UP SOME- 
WHERE Else ... and mk-- whoever me is-- 
is in business again... 




r lT JUST DOESN'T ADD UP.' WHO- 
ever he is. he's been rolling 
along for almost two years 
now; Bks moneys been head- 
ing HIS WAY.' WEVfi MAO THE 
TAX MEN WORKING 
WITH US. OPER- 
ATIVES ALL OVER 
THE COUNTRY 
HAVE BEEN 
ALERTED TO 
WATCH OUT FOR 

Big SPENDERS.' 
But theres 
BEEN NO Lf 

TO HIM YET, 



1 



.uc 



;~a. 



\ 



ONLY ONE THING LEFT FOR 
US TO DO, WE'LL HAVE TO 
WORK FROM THE INSIDE .' 
WE'LL HAVE TO GET ONE 
OF OUR MEN TO JOIN 
THE RACKET --AND GET 
TO THE TOP MAN 
THAT WAY.' 



k* 



UNDERCOVER WORK WFANT WE HAD TO IMPORT 
A MAN FROM ANOTHER CtTY • - SOMEBODY WHO 
COULDN'T BE FINGERED AS A POLICE OPERATIVE... 



HENORICK 
OF FALL 

City; 



V 



GOOD.' HERETO SOME PAPERS 
YOU'LL NEED.' REPORT TOMB 
HERE SAME TIME. SAME DAY — * 

ONCE A WEt ^^ 




MENORiCK WAS A FAST WORK- 
ER B W OVER 
A MONTH TO MAKE MlS 
F.RST OONTAC 



i v. auSTED. pal --but I'm 
LOAOED OT STUFF; 

YOU WOULDN T KNOW a 
RIGHT JOHN 
WHO COULD 
CASH IT FOR 
ME. WOULD 
YOU f 





RACKET SQUAD IN ACTION 



HtNORlCK FILLED MiS *i**T omDtft 
that night. *e d alerted- us. and 

WE MADE ALL TW6 AfRANOgMlN'S - 

we 6vem watched him pull the _roa 

TO MAKE SURt IT O OO SMOOTH... 




YOU O LIKE TO SEE - 
SO WOULD X .' TmERE S 
NOT ONE OF US WHO'S 
EVER SEEN him 
hOW MUCH 
MORE DO TwmAT'RE 

YOU WAN*? fYOu HAND- 
I'LL PASS />NG ME » 
*h6 WORD /iC YOU PASS 
»LONO.' y'THE WORD 
».c^ t-c, 

GOTTA END UP 

SOMEWHERE 




AND I'M TELLING 
IYOU 'HA- 1 

SlCKOF TMIS 

'RUN-AROUNO.« 

'MOW DO I KNOW 

YOU'RE NOT JUST 

ING TO STALL 

vg « Give with 
SOME MORE DOPE. 
HOW DO YOU 

pass the word 

ALONG * A 



r «»YBS YOU RE 7-"'hE OLD 
NOT RIGHT FOR J DEAF MUTE. 
uS. hENDRiCk: /ME LOOKED 
WE DON'T -/AT him SE - 

likCQuyS V FORE hE 
as^nG TanswERSO/ 

QUESTIONS.' JOF COURSE- 




RACKET SQUAD IN ACTION 



NEAT DAY... 



I'M QUEERED 
THE GANCj; But I 
.< I wAvE A lEAO.' THERE'S 
an QlO DEAF v„-E WHO SvVEEPS 
Our TME'R OPPICE .; I WAVE a 
HE'S Th£ CONTACT V.AM «\ ••• 







NOBODY ELSE HERE. 

WHAT ABOUT THAT 
BLACK BAG WS_ 
ARRYINK 





RACKET SQUAD IN ACTION 



OUR MAN MAD SWUNG TM6 STEEL DOOR 
OPEN NOW 



WHEW-- LOOKS 
LIKE FOR 

KNOK 

GOT 
LOST' 




BRING THE OlPMAN 

viavbE I CAN GET 
A RISE OUT OP HIM; 
WAIT-- FIRST I WANT 
A COUPLE GALLONS 
CANS OF KEROSENE. ' 






E'M THE BOSS^ I SET THE 
RACKE5 UP... ANO KEPT IT 
GOING .' BUT NOBODY AT A.. 
<S.EW-- THEY THOUGHT I _TUST 
'OOK MESSAGES TO THE 
BOSS... TM AT hE'D PICKED . 

me secajse i couldnt 
heap off talk; ive been 
keepino *«e money mere: 
ive never spent any... 

NOT A CEK 
I WAS AFRAID 
YOU'D SPOT 
6 IP I 
.STARTED 
SPENDING 
IT.. 



BUT" YOU COULDN'T STAND 
SEEING TME DOUGH GO 
UP jN SMOKE --RIGHT?" 
THAT'S WHY YOU YBLLEO 
OUT.' I WAS ONLY WORK- 
ING ON A HUNCH, BUT 
IT PAID OFF. .. TAKJ» 
HIM AWAY.' 



, 






SEE WHAT I MEAN'] 
WITH his BRAINS. 
Mg COULD'YE BEEN | 
A BiG HONEST 

MAN .' AAAH... 
SOWET.MBS IT 
MAKES A GUY 
PEEL SICK IN- 
SIDE TO SEC 

rtte awful 

WASTE i 



« 



te*s 



y»#END 



RACKET SQUAD IN ACTION 



p.'* iSnt rug ei(?sr Tims vouvj bicn vl-aik§o our of these SfEBu DOOffs 

BV A POMPOUS FOOL OP A WARDEN NOW IS THIS THE «l«ST TIME YOUVB BEEN 

HANDED An EnvBlOPB containing tin OOaARS. u«6 SOME « D iSAvaG *0<* 
SCHOOi : NO /r/TANK tSSrSt* this isn't tub FIRST time, Bur it it 8E tub 

LAST.' YOU'VE DECIDE D THAT . . . 




MW. 



aooDBvE .fis r e».' -ope 

VOu'vE LEARNED "<OOB 
LESSON THIS TIAAEf' 
«BT VOUWILF A 

JOB 

AND 
WORK 
HAJfP/ 




RACKET SQUAD IN ACTION 






SO vou'RE S?EA4.lv set u'O now. ifisrssr. 
new ADDSTSSS ntw ..'NE op wo»- 

•jO' ttCALLY a nEw . NE -- LET S 
JUS' SAY A NEW T VP( OP CON GAV- 




v£SSIS?--Ow mEL.O 

mavect: oo S'T- OOw* 

V1V GOOO L'EU'ENANT, 



.v -Ave a 
lire issre* 

*ELl StOP 
T-E O 




_7uST WANT YOU TO KNOW 
•-a' WE C?E KEEP'NG <N 
TOUCH V.E&TEC?. WANT- 
TO TELL (HE WHAT TM6 
CLASSY SET-UP 
'S FOB? 



nothing that 
would interest 
t-e gooo se- 

CONO-INJ-CmA6?GE 
OP THE RACKET- 
SQUAD, lieuten- 
ant; THIS NOSE 
OB MINE SHALL 




L 



RACKET SQUAD IN ACTION 



SO Twf BACK6'" COP 6X-OOOS.' 

what us! c*a«j me oo? thews 
wor«iM« news row him to put- 

A PNSIROM...VIT... 



"OUB NEXT STEP LESTER. IS TO GET VOLI«?SBLC * *SP 
AS A 8K5 SmO'... A WHEEL... A "MANi ABOUT THE 
MAS7KET" WHOSE FlASHinjG BANKI?OlL "PROVES'' 

me S made Plenty... 

ysr t 




♦ 

THEM 
TO TAKE 
AOVANTAOB 
OB That 
BEP Bv 
S.PCSAOIN© 

SOME 
'MTE«BST- 

WATlOM 
AROU^O 
TOWM,.. 




By sughtfall of that same 

DAY, lESTEU, NORTH 
AMEClCAM O'L HAD 3FEKI 
BOOSTED WAY. WAV UP BV 
T -E CRENZiEO BUYi»4G--AnO 
VOtf. ONE OF IT'S PSfiNC.PAi 
STOCKHOlOEPS wAO MADE 

A SMAu COeruNE 



mat s cotrBEcr m«?, 
voumg: I wish to &tit 

A.L MY MC«? r - 
AMBPlCAN HOLO'MGS 
AT ONCE .' 




RACKET SQUAD IN ACTION 




EVERYBODY LIKES TO BOAST A LiTT„E , 

les'er. evffN you : so wkek vou happen 

TO MEET HIKE AGA'N. VOU'« HAPPY. 
GENUINELY HAPPY TO SEE MIM... 




APTfR a DRINK OR TWO, LESTfif 
ASKS YOU TO EKPIAIN YOUR O'MVlCK, 
WMlCN VOU StADlV OO/ APTER A.. IT Si 
LEGal sn r IT? not- E"» C»l ,, BUT 

STILL LfiGAI 



SEE M>M» THAT'S JOSHUA 
OOURTNEV--A MIDDLE -rNCOMg VOU 

JOE WITH A YEN TO BE RlCM.' /AAEAN 

-6 S A SuCKER POR ./even, ip 

WARK6T T.P$.- n r - -T ME SE'S 

CACr WV SPECIAL } / BURNED... 



Sucker. «.«,-»*s 
good por a 

PEW "G»" TO 
LEAD ThE S-v. 
inG parade, 



m6 DOESN'T 

-EARN.' 



Cnii 



xES BEEN BuRNEO 
SO OCTEN HE'S 
CB'SPV "si TMf 

HEAD; WA^-CH 

/ 



WHY MP LESTER.' 
HOW ARE YOU 
SB» EP..,i 

anvm'ng good 

On '"E market 
TV s AC'ERNOON-* 




NOW -E GOES AND 
BuVS -h S ROLAK 

OIL &TOCK VOU 
TOUT HIM ON f 
AND TgLLS OTHER 
ShMOES to BUY 
it, TOO 



V 4 



R'Gmt/ J, op 
COURSE UNlOAD 
A.. w\v HOLDiNCSS 
'ACES tmE RuMOR 
'SPREADS that 

IT'S HOT, AND 
VAKE A NEA T 
PROPiT; s VIPlE ... 
EASv .. AND DE- 
CDSDtv NOT 
BOUGH.' mo S R 
NO ROuGh S' u « 
POR MB . SEE 
YOU ABOUND. 



*^Ju* 



l\Aen! 
VJomC- 



v Do You Want Up to 

50 or MOO EXTRA MONEY? 




lere's A QUICK EASY WAY TO GET IT! 



1^4 '111 Mil ' MM^'J We Ship 2 * BMutl,ul Sup * r Su ' R « ri P° u » Wafl Mottos'on 



Credit- Friends, Neighbors and Others BUY ON SIGHT! 



What a truly glorious opportur mail 

coupon below with name and ad Send 

No Money and we will send you 24 big size 
richly decorated Religious Wall Mott< 
credit. They sell like wild-fire at just 3.Sc each 
Friends, neighbors buy the instant you show 
them Many buy six or more enough for 

every room in the house These are thr 
beautiful golden Motto™ shimmering and 
glittering in the light Th. ight and 

day* to remind all who see 




n of the Lord's Work When you have sold 
the 24 Mottos, simply send the $8.40 you 
collected and you may have eithfr your choice 
of many beautiful prizes (we include big Pre* 
Prlie catalog with shipment) or send only 
$6.00 and keep all the rest of the mone 
yourself! You can do good, and help crush 
graft, sin. greed, corruption iding the 

I of the Lord At the same time, you can 
make MONEY, earn Fnies selling Religious 
Mottos. Send no money. Rush coupon today I 






FREE Bit Prize Catalog! 



.<SB&»! 



Mwfv ran* prtf er t 

"-Ad >.t mon*« 

■ 



m»it Ciehii . 
/ipf-'M**!""* H»aj 
Arch*" 

iteoBtnoevltri 

■ 

»•»» « < «•»« rm— ■ «■« ■>* um runwae. 
>«■ oVxune and tJon-tia of •voridrrfal pn**a 




r,o Ua 

Rimpi*- . 

- 
■ «■«■ 



»*<l . 



=0 «■» niMmaii't 
Up. CM, 

Hi/*. * .-.-1 arnd 

pii»»ni ft'fhin 11V 4*y» 
■ ■ «-»v»» f rek niatn 

* H Nmir ■ 
*' a «nemr>*r 

I 

piM'Wt of fun ma^ - - 
PLUS filn •urptit*e 
Kuehcouf 



f*Tli«rUNni«n.D»t. X-109. 
| *m* R'Ud-iv CMc4U««0 IK 



rnttc; 
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NAM1 









I STREET or Ml ■ 

I 



TOWN 



fATB 



MAIL THIS! 

• raua.t 
rmtt 



6IVE THIS COUPON to A FRIEND 

Th« FUNmm.Oefli.' 1041 rnrr eiO ptLZI 
SJHW •<o«d«a>. OK^o40Ul rULL CATALOG 

PleBsv 
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GIVE TO A* 
FRIENDL-k 

HdltKank y..««T 
hrt>wb«rimrtf 



j NAME 






STREET »tPFl> 
TOWV 



I TOWN^ _En M STATE ... | 



-J 



RACKET SQUAD IN ACTION 




JUST WmSm voo've UNLOAD- 
ED ACL YOUGT POLAC Ou 
STOCt« UOkOlNGS, t6ST£» 
SOW6THIMC3 ON TUB TiC*ER 

tape CAtcwsvoue eve 
ANO STOPS VOU COtO... 





C-C-AKj 

you Buy 
SOME 
OP IT 
SACK 
FOR WE» 
CAN YOU? 

CAM 

you ,99 



I'M SOCBV > 

MOT A CMANCE.' 
ONLY A FOOt 
WOULD SELL 
SK5MT MOW.' 
I CANT C3ET 
VV HANDS ON 
EVEN A NICK- 
EL S WORfH.' 





COU&rf/EY PIE ASS ■• ^ 
LET ME BUV SOME OP 
YOUR POLAR Oil STOCK.' 

MOT ALL JUST 

SOMg.' GOOD 
OLD COUCTMEY, 

AFTSR All XVC 

OONf f0AT 




RACKET SQUAD IN ACTION 



I m GOimG to ^~> 

MlTATE THAT W«iN- 

NO LirruC VO'CE 
OP vouRS- COicr. 
MEv, .. LM GO^G 

TO CALL YOUR/ 
BSOK6R AND IN- 
STRUCT HIM TO S£"Ll 
Ev£BV O.CCE OP 
F*OiAR Oil STOCK 
TO ONB PRANK 
T. l ESTER. 




IT ftTlll. LOOKS 
LIKE IT MlShT 
TURN OUT ALL 
»G»r POR >ou 
again, E H LESTge? 
»*D t O RESOBfT 
TO A L'T^LE ROUGH 
STuCB. THOUGH 

OOn't vou But 

A M»SJ LIKE 

COJRTnbv WA& 
BORN to BE 
SWOV6D AROunD 
WASN T ME » 



hEllO.' MELLO... BEA.s 

S MON AND W»i'MOffEJ 
Tm S S- MF?. JOSHUA 
COuSTNEv, ,. vgs, 
I W'S» TO... 





'dpop tke Phone, lester 

n(»T TIME VOU LOCK A 
GUV IN THE BATHROOM, 
CjiVE A LITTLE THOUGHT 
TO TmB WINDOWS --NOT 
TO MENTION THE 

POSSIBILITY THAT 

HE /M.GHT BE WORK- 
ING PO* TMg 

BACKS r 

SQUAD.' 




WHAT 00 


TLT. MAV6R WASN T ' 




YOU 


^ nappy wth the 




TH NK 


I BRUSH-OFF 




YOJ «?e 


/ DOWN AT YOuR 




ABBES'- 


/OFPiCE.' HE Put 




NO ME 4 


► MS ON VOuR 




cor? ^ 


y *A L WEEKS AGOJ 




IVE 


\ I Tw<s/< 'ASSAULT" 




BBOkCn 


WHEN) VQu SWOV- 




NO LAWS.' 


/ ED ME INTO ThP 
> B» T »BOOM AND 
1 ATTEMPT TO OE- 
" PRAUD "ON ThE 






PhOixE VV'LL M 




L^ STiCk; M 


W([^jL 


UM •&*' 


ll\ ' ifl 


Hi 7 i '. <T\2p> A^^ JjWI 





I Lk A*£AUY PLAY T 

SMART sjPxr TIME.,, 

ill work ro* 
A i.fWHGf 



\' 



■■ 





DON'T BE 
A 
SUCKER 



'To my krom-lcd» 
"ihf g on Iht '*at 

jafled < i» th< 

he add* 
nod if anbody asked mr lo b»t <*> 

bottom of tfcl 
Wheel when u atop*, I wouMn t tal -ce. 

I d Wn<.» then ihn scimebody had fit 
jrsff for ihe thing Ot.herw.se. nobody would be 
offering m put up m>» 

of a racket >' ouerie 
.1 bu a the original racket. 
Back when I first came % that s going 

on forty years now — we used to say H 
the (ukrt whenever we referred to another 

<vw| 

went &iong A bUunt cry greeted us: 
• Pop em m the hm ket I Pop em in the 
bucket' The bucket in question was slanted <n 
« counter that mi w • 

try obvrouily was to 
tost » bill into Ihe bucket without hlHlM 
bounce Out IVrt wmt three of these buckets 

ayert were trying to I 
b««r 'nd lob*. 

• OU |UH couli' 
That was how rt looked, but not how. « 
worked out. The players were plarjqg them in 
the buckets, but the balls wouldn't stay Alw.n 
one popped out, ususlly the thud and use. 'Too 
bad, the g- lbs) counter would 

"Close, but no ugat' No prize this time, but 
batter lode nest Only neat time, the 

pb>- id one ball a^ 

. not have I de- 

he led us on our wsy. "to 

n-ng the bucket game 



You are thinking fh»t the player mutt yet 
nervous on the fmal ball and that rt why he 

The 
operator get> Me ueps on a pen • 

the bucket platform and • second bottom 
gainst the bucket The double bot- 
tom n tight at • drum and a ball is sure to 
bounce out when rt | 

,h, ve to root that lavt ball 

home, like he really wanted the <hum; 
for once He has to sund close to step on the 

•I stopped nnt at a counter where 
rrt were taking turna bombarding a b.g srv.! 
tomcat that was perched on a stand near the 

Every oow and then, somet- 
icored a direct hit that flattened the huge 
■xit nobody seemed to win The reason was soon 
•s plained 

Gotta knock him off the ©perstr. 
•Gotta knock Big Tom off the stand 
irandpop he truat a ball i » hand 

- 'you look lata an old t.me ball player Wby 
loot you try? Thia one's on ihe house " 

■i sighted on Big Tom, winged a swift 
ntch that caught the stuffed cat airudships and 
crocked rt ckar of the stand. By ihe time 
sbiect landed on the ground, the concession «w« 
loing a land office business. Players were buy 
ng throws on a three for a quarter l>- 

-y could emulate the speed and skill of 
•U codger likeG- 
1>ey were knocking Big Tom out when %r 
e(t but »fill nobody but Griff could sweep him 
iff 
•ere, salcly along the Mid* 



& ' The cat is weighted at the bottom," Griff 
explained, "so heavily that you can knock it 
down, but never off." &Bk 

"Never off ? But you knocked it off." 

f f off repeated Griff, if the cat is set 
where it should be, against a pin at the front 
of the shelf But to encourage trade, the 
operator sometimes sets the tat at a spot a few 
inches bark Then, when you knoik it down, it 
will topple off the back of the shelf, since it 
is overbalanced 

Then the operator recognized you and set 
the gaff for you to w 

hing on quickly, chump," ex- 
prr ' Excuse me, I mean chum Yes, 

like the Bucket Game, Big Tom is tried and 
true When a game never grows old. you know 
ag Still, new ones do keep 
cropping up 1 11 show you." 

c.i If took us to a most curious contrivance 
Behind a rounler was a large pedestal ffom 
which a stream of ait blew steadily upward, 
keeping a hundred or more ping pong balls 
floating in constant circulation. The thing was 
fascinating to watch, the balls being literally 
balanced on the continual current. However. 
s.nce they were always getting in eaih Otl 

the result was a swirl in which halls would 
dtop down into a vortex, then get blown up 
again Hence the whole mass was in a 
haphazard, ever shifting formation. 

The coy girl behind the counter took a net 
and dipped it into a whirl of balls. The net 
was transparent, so you saw that it went in 
empty before it came out bringing a ball The 
girl took the ball from the net, showed a 
number that was stamped on it She smiled. 

-See how lucky 1 am?" The girl said. 
"Number Nine That's one of the low numbers" 
_ she gestured to a chart — "and you'd have 
goftfn a hig prize if you'd picked this ball. 
VC'hy don't you try?" 

Griff nodded, so w tried, after the girl had 
tossed the Nine Ball back into the swirl. But 
every ball we netted — at a dime a ball — 
had a number higher than ten Those h.gh 
numbers just didn't count. We couldn't even 
»itii tin whistle. 

"Don't tell us that game is gaffed. Guff, 
we argued as we walked away. It was fust bad 
luck. The girl picked a good one. only we 

didn't ' 

"That," stated Griff, was skill — not 

chance." 

You mem it wasn't a game of Chan 
it ,s familiarly km 
da une of ebs iuse 

.the customer has no behind the (Oil 



the girl was able to dip down deep into the 
I of ping pong balls. That's where the low 
numbers stay 

You mean they don't blow <as high as the 
bigger numbers? Why not, t»l 

iuse. my boy, they are previously treat 
ed with a hypodermic syringe Not doped in 
the usual fashion, though they are given a shot 
of j b 'allows balance a! 

behave normally in the air-curreot except 

they keep low. Low numbers — stay lo - 
Then the simps can't reach them." / 

Griff was still chuckling over the Blower and 
its ways when we stopped beside a platform 
where customers were tossing dimes on cigarette 
packs that were lying there All the packs were 
of the sort that had a big punted circle on the 
side. The object was to land a coin there, 

Here's your chance to be lucky' the gnfter 
told the custome your cigaretn 

dime a carton! Lay a dime completely in I 
circle and win a carton of cigarettes." 

Those dimes just wouldn't stay in the circle, 
Always, they slid over the edge and a good 
many of them flopped off the pack entirely. The 
platform was nea»ly-*.arpeted with dimes when 
we lett. ' 

"A nice gaff," nodded Griff, approvingly 
"Sort of factory-made. Whoever invented cello- 
phane must have wanted to help out the carftcy 
gutters. There's just too much slide; a dune 
never will stop inside the drcle." 

As a contrast between the new and old, Griff 
steered us to another cigarette game, one we'd 
often seen before. Packs of cigarettes were stand- 
on little glass shelves and the game was to knock 
them off with corks fired from a pop-gun. 

We tried our marksmanship and missed with 
surprising regularity. Just as you'd get the feel 
of a gun, you'd find your aim was off worse 
than ever. The corks varied in weight, but after 
you'd caught onto that, you still couldn't score 
many hits. At last Griff gave the operator a 

wink. 

"Hold the gun away from you." Griff suggeat- 
ed. "and then look straight along the barrel " 

You could see it easily. Somebody had put the 
gun in » Vise and bent the barrel ever so 
slightly. What it did to your aim was plenty 
The better the marksman, the more it hurt 

And that. Griff decided. "is the neatest 
gaff along the Midway" 

We'd found out one thing from old GnU. 

the Gnfter. The more you see of carnival 

ies, the more you recognize the odds against 

you Don t be deceived by occasional winners 

r mvanably "shi!ls"^WOtl 

i the concessions. 
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